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A Role in Philanthropy
for the “Little Guy”
In 2017, it was great to see some large foundation and tech 
donors step forward to fund local grassroots programs. It’s 
also refreshing to know that PVF was there as well, often as 
first funder.

For example, it was our idea 16 years ago to start two fel-
lowship programs at Stanford, placing students in philan-
thropic foundations for a summer or a year. We wanted 
to bring more young people into philanthropy; now a few 
hundred students have participated, and many are working 
full-time in the field.

Or the St. Francis Center, which offers over 85 units of low 
income housing, a neighborhood gym, food, clothing, and 
a K-8 school—PVF was the first funder, 30 years ago, when 
all their services operated out of a small cottage.

Being a first funder is not risky business, but it’s very chal-
lenging to “find ’em and fund ’em.” Our ability to identify 
people and programs, no matter what size, and give sup-
port at the right time, is what grassroots philanthropy is all 
about. The way we find people is to be out and around, to 
become aware of new programs or new ideas; good people 
lead to other good people.

So, there is a role in philanthropy for the little guy. And we 
will continue our efforts in the new year.

Bill Somerville, Founder

                                                                                  (photo credit: Christopher Michel)  

Honest Philanthropy
Let’s bring back honesty.

In 2017, we saw the rising flood of fake news and a world 
that feels like it’s splitting apart more than coming togeth-
er. We need transparent honesty more than ever, and our 
grantmaking reflected this.

The ‘Silence Breakers’ rose up this year en masse to start an 
honest conversation about sexual harassment in our work-
places and communities. We were honored to support the 
courageous work of Better Brave, Callisto, and Kater Gor-
don’s Modern Alliance—new startups that want to put an 
end to this continued predation of women, minorities, and 
the least powerful amongst us. 

An honest and fair chance on a level playing field of eco-
nomic opportunity is a key part of the solution to the In-
equality Gap. SheEO is transforming how women-led ven-
tures can be given an honest and equal chance at getting 
financed. The Bay Area Inspire Awards and 1951 Coffee Co 
are giving young people and refugees an honest shot at cre-
ating dignified jobs.

In addressing social entrepreneurs from around the globe 
at SOCAP17, I was uplifted by their honest intentions and 
shared belief that companies have a responsibility to do 
good and give back to our world. We need more of that 
here in Silicon Valley.

So here’s to all of us making honesty a habit of our hearts.

James Higa, Executive Director

A Year in Review



51%

2017  $   9,542,360
2016  $   9,728,767
2015       $ 12,930,666
2014  $   8,101,645
2013  $ 11,074,198
2012              $ 10,790,794
2011  $   8,153,167
2010   $   5,631,548
2009   $   4,351,187
2008   $   4,339,116
2007   $   4,537,652
2006   $   5,073,979
2005   $   4,609,819
2004   $   5,219,721
2003   $   5,267,973
2002   $   4,047,374
2001   $   3,798,773
2000   $   4,562,190
1999   $   2,470,228
1998   $   2,665,877
1997   $   1,862,006
1996   $   1,081,189
1995   $   1,775,415
1994   $   3,832,494
1993   $   2,116,342
1992   $      666,113
1991   $      224,394

1991-2017 Total Grants: 
$138,454,987

2017 Grants

“Our ability to identify people and programs, no matter what size, and give support at the right time, is 
what grassroots philanthropy is all about.”

- PVF’s Founder, Bill Somerville



We aspire to transform philanthropy and make it more responsive and collaborative to meet the needs 
of our community. We identify needs that can be met with philanthropic support, and then we devise 
program ideas to help tackle the issues head on. From this drive to address unmet needs came the idea 
of immediate-response grants, in which we provide funds within a 48-hour turnaround. We have es-
tablished a variety of immediate-response grant programs, benefiting teachers as well as social work-
ers and juvenile judges who work with youth in foster care. 

Foundations, individual donors, and businesses partner with PVF to establish unique immediate-re-
sponse grant programs because of our grassroots giving expertise. We have created and administered 
programs for the following donors:

The Barkley Fund 
Brit + Co. 
The California Endowment 
David L. Klein Jr. Foundation 
David & Lucile Packard Foundation 
Eucalyptus Foundation     
Facebook
Flora Family Foundation
GIRLBOSS Foundation   
Heising-Simons Foundation 
Herbst Foundation  
Hutto-Patterson Charitable Foundation 

“With PVF, the money goes straight to where it is most needed. This team enables just-in-time
transformative interventions in the lives of young people and their caretakers.”

-Philip von Furstenberg, school social worker

Programs

Joseph & Vera Long Foundation   
Lampert Byrd Foundation
McKesson Foundation
Peery Foundation
Robert Half International Inc.
Sand Hill Foundation
San Francisco Foundation
Thomas J. Long Foundation
United Way Bay Area
van Loben Sels/RembeRock Foundation 
The Westly Foundation 
Y&H Soda Foundation

 We are open to new ideas and are 
 ready to tackle pressing issues. 

 Are you interested in setting up a  
 customized giving program?

Please contact: 
Dawn Hawk, Chief Operating Officer
dhawk@venturesfoundation.org
(510) 645-1890



Program Location Description Amount
Arts Resource Grants Santa Clara & San 

Mateo Counties, CA
Grants for public school teachers to enhance K-8th grade 
art programs. Supported by the Westly Foundation.

$46,000

Bay Area Inspire Awards Alameda, San Fran-
cisco, & San Mateo 
Counties

Awards for 18-30 year olds to launch innovative projects 
to create positive changes within their communities.

$28,690

Environmental Science 
Resource Grants

Alameda County, CA Grants for public school teachers to enhance K-12th grade 
environmental science curriculum. Supported by the Lam-
pert Byrd Foundation.

$45,000

Excursion Grants Alameda & San Ma-
teo Counties, CA

Grants for public school teachers to take K-5th grade stu-
dents on field trips. Supported by the Geballe Family.

$70,000

Facebook Grants Belle Haven & East 
Palo Alto, CA

Grants to support non-profit programs providing services 
to the local community. Supported by Facebook.

$137,000

Grace Scholarships United States Undergraduate scholarships to international students to 
attend American colleges.

$98,118

Mathematics Grants Santa Clara & San 
Mateo Counties, CA

Grants for public school teachers to enhance their math 
lessons for K-3rd grade students. Supported by the 
Heising-Simons Foundation.

$50,000

Program Grants

The Grace Scholarship Program is the result of a partnership between PVF and a donor to provide the critical gap funding 
necessary for bright, low-income Zimbabwean students who are a part of the US Achievers Program (USAP) to study at US 
and European universities.
Malvern Madondo, a third-year student studying Mathematics and Computer Information Systems at The College of St. 
Scholastica, said, “The Grace Scholarship has made it possible for me to not only attend college, but also do so with less fi-
nancial burden as the opportunity to study at The College of St. Scholastica would have been almost impossible without the 
financial support of PVF. Because of the scholarship, the amount that I have to pay on my own is within range, and I am able 
to focus on my studies more, engage in other activities outside school, and more.”

In 2017, we administered the following programs in partnership with our donors: 



2017 Program Grants: $1,241,858

Program Location Description Amount
Mini Field Trip Grants Oakland, CA Grants for parents to take K-8th grade students on after-

school trips just for fun. Supported by the Geballe Family.
$22,500

Multi-Donor Teacher 
Resource Grants

Bay Area, CA Grants for public school teachers to enhance instruction. $14,750

Parent Involvement 
Worker Program

East Palo Alto & 
Redwood City, CA

Grants for schools to hire translators to work as liaisons 
between teachers and parents.

$39,400

Peery Student Family 
Support

East Palo Alto, CA Grants for Peery Foundation grantees to
support basic immediate needs of students and families.

$65,000

Sand Hill & Tom Ford Fel-
lowships

Stanford, CA Fellowships for Stanford University students to intern at 
foundations. Supported by the Sand Hill Foundation.

$172,000

Science Resource Grants Alameda, San Fran-
cisco, San Mateo, & 
Santa Clara Coun-
ties, CA

Grants to K-12th grade public school teachers to enhance 
science instruction in the classroom. 

$13,500

Social Worker/CASA 
Grants

Bay Area, CA Grants to support the critical needs of foster youth as 
requested by social workers and Court Appointed Special 
Advocates.

$19,150

Somerton Educational 
Grants

Alameda & Pleasant 
Hill, CA

Grants to help MESA students with expenses
for critical necessities.

$16,457

Special Education Grants Alameda & Contra 
Costa Counties, CA

Grants for public school teachers and therapists serving 
students with moderate to severe disabilities. Supported 
by the Thomas J. Long Foundation.

$112,500

Visiting Artist in the 
Classroom Grants

Alameda & San Ma-
teo Counties, CA

Grants for public school teachers, grades 1-12, to have a 
visual or material artist visit their classrooms. Supported 
by the Geballe Family.

$20,000

Youth Opportunity 
Scholarships

Bay Area, CA Grants for youth to participate in extracurricular activities. 
Supported by the Lampert Byrd Foundation.

$218,000

Various other program 
funds

Bay Area, CA ---- $53,793

“Thank you for all the clothes that I got! A lot of people say $250 isn’t much,
but it is very much for me as a kid in a group home.”

-15-year-old foster youth, Social Worker Resource Grant recipient

Program Grants
2017 program funds continued: 



2017 Donor Advised Grants: $4,856,802 

In 2017, we administered the following donor advised funds: 

We think of our donors as investors, people who see philanthropy as investments in positive change.

When people want to do exciting giving, they turn to PVF. PVF offers a variety of services to individu-
als, families, businesses, and foundations through Donor Advised Funds. We make grants to charitable 
projects that donors recommend, consult and strategize with donors on their giving plan, and help them 
navigate through the world of nonprofit programs. Donors benefit from our philanthropic expertise, 
extensive knowledge of the nonprofit community, and experience in turning ideas into action.

“We admire Bill Somerville’s pragmatic, empathetic, contagious approach to grantmaking. So 
when we decided to create a Donor Advised Fund, PVF naturally came to mind. We are still 

sold on PVF’s commitment to fighting poverty in our midst.”

- Marc and Ragni Pasturel, PVF donors

 Are you interested in setting up a  
 Donor Advised Fund? 

Please contact: 
Dawn Hawk, Chief Operating Officer
dhawk@venturesfoundation.org
(510) 645-1890

Donor Advised Funds

Anonymous I Fund   
Anonymous III Fund  
Anonymous IV Fund
Anonymous V Fund   
Benediction Fund
Bergstrom Foundation Fund 
Carlson-Lynch Fund
Peter & Jane Carpenter Fund  
John & Susan Carver Family Fund  
Josh Childress Foundation
Doberstyn Fund
Esperanza Fund
Facebook Fund
Farmhill Scholarship Fund
Gerber-Doyle Fund  

Barbara Jean & Allen L. Grimm Fund
Hellman-Breslau Fund
Horizons Unlimited Fund 
Joanna Katz Fund  
Katchadourian Family Fund  
Ambassador & Mrs. Lane, Jr. Fund
Leenson Fund
Lockard-Marduel Fund
Maloney Family Fund
Margaret Lamping Fund
Medvin Fund
Millar/Montrose Fund
Monticello Venture Fund  
Orr Family Fund
Pasturel Family Fund
Peery Family Fund  

Jason & Lisa Peery Fund
Petersmeyer Fund 
Relfe Fund  
Roxy Fund  
Mike Scott Fund  
Somerton Foundation Fund
Spieker Fund  
Strock Family Fund  
Villagracia Fund 
Vision Advocate Fund  
Waverley Fund
Wienholz Fund
Cole Wilbur Fund
Xela Fund 
Yochum-Otani Fund



PVF places high trust in outstanding individuals and programs, demonstrates flexibility and creativity in grant-
making, and takes the initiative in providing funding when it is needed. These grants, made without applications 
and based on trust, are unique in the grantmaking sector.

Our ability to respond to community needs on a discretionary and immediate basis is made possible by bequests 
and gifts to PVF’s endowment and by undesignated gifts from donors. PVF is proud to have their confidence.

2017 Safety Net Grants: $292,352

Vision not Victim gives adolescent refugee girls the chance to visualize their futures and explore their aspirations through 
discussions, creative activities, and photo shoots that tangibly capture the girls’ visions for themselves. In collaboration 
with the International Rescue Committee (IRC), Vision not Victim was piloted in the Democratic Republic of Congo, and 
it launched in Oakland in April 2017, during Oakland Unified School District’s spring break, bringing together 15 resettled 
refugee girls (ages 12-18) from 8 different countries (and 3-4 different languages). PVF was the first funder for this Oakland 
program idea, and we are excited to see how the program continues to expand with its new iterations.

 Would you like to learn how you
 can support PVF’s endowment? 

Please contact: 
James Higa, Executive Director
jhiga@venturesfoundation.org
(510) 645-1890

Safety Net Grants



In the spirit of expanding philanthropy and promoting outstanding charitable work, PVF serves as the depository 
for projects that do not yet have their tax exempt status but do charitable work. 

PVF’s Designated Funds allow multiple donors to receive a tax deduction for contributing to a charitable pro-
gram. A Designated Fund provides donors with flexibility, enabling them to target support for innovative ideas. 
PVF manages the funds and prepares financial reports for the program leaders.

Mad Men writer Kater Gordon recently made public her sexual harrassment experience, but rather than just tell her story, 
she wanted to create a movement to stop the continued predation and harassment of women, minorities, and the least 
powerful among us. She reached out to PVF, and we were moved by her desire to take the conversation beyond “me too” to 
“now here’s what we will do about it.” We quickly agreed to provide our fiscal depository services to launch Modern Alli-
ance, which will create original videos and visual scripts to educate victims and spur a wider conversation beyond what gets 
talked about with human resource departments.
Our continual “find them and fund them” search led us next to BetterBrave. 1 in 3 women have experienced sexual harass-
ment at work, from Fortune 500 companies to the restaurant in your neighborhood, and 71% of these incidents go unre-
ported. Rather than merely being frustrated in response to these statistics and stories, Tammy Cho and Grace Choi were 
motivated to tackle harassment and discrimination in the workplace. We are supporting their work in San Mateo County, as 
we believe in their sensibilities to bring modern platforms and data science to combat pervasive sexual harassment affecting 
all genders, races, and industries.
              (images from The Information and BetterBrave)

 Are you interested in setting up a  
 Designated Fund? 

Please contact: 
Dawn Hawk, Chief Operating Officer
dhawk@venturesfoundation.org
(510) 645-1890

Designated Funds



Fund Location Mission Amount
Aide Au Zanskar - USA India Project to support the development and

functioning of the Lamdon Model High School in the 
Zanskar region of Kashmir, India. 

$6,540

All in Alameda County Alameda County, CA Aims to reduce poverty and eliminate food insecurity in 
Alameda County.

$172,011

Beatitude House Catholic 
Worker

Guadalupe, CA Serves the working poor of Guadalupe, CA through food, 
clothing, medical clinic, hospitality, and advocacy.

$15,342

Compassionate Chefs 
Cafe

San Francisco, CA & 
New Delhi, India

Aims to uplift the lives of less fortunate children in the Ten-
derloin District of San Francisco and in New Delhi, India.

$10,000

Catholic Worker Program Redwood City, Half 
Moon Bay, & San 
Bruno, CA

Assistance to the poor through housing, food, and educa-
tion programs.

$425,000

Daly City Youth Health 
Center

Daly City, CA Provides services and programs that increase resiliency, 
encourage responsibility, and promote self- determination.

$11,172

Employment & Human 
Services Department 
Research Project

Contra Costa 
County, CA

Assists the Contra Costa County Employment and Human 
Services Department to access state and federal funds in 
order to better serve the neediest residents of the County.

$20,167

Generosity in Action International Supports educational and health projects in communities 
identified by travelers to developing countries.

$357,057

GIRLBOSS Foundation United States Aims to empower the next generation of female entrepre-
neurs within the creative community.

$30,000

Hella Heart Oakland Oakland, CA Supports mental health and wellness initiatives to im-
prove the conditions of Asian/Asian American immigrant 
women and girls in Oakland.

$19,925

Innovations in Mental 
Health

Alameda County, CA Funds new ideas that improve the quality of life for those 
at risk of or living with serious mental illness, their support 
networks, and families.

$216,225

Innovations in
Realignment

Alameda County, CA Designed to spur innovative ideas that address the needs 
of the adult reentry population and reduce recidivism.

$696,330

Ireland’s Poet Patriots 
Fund

United States Aims to educate through musical concerts about Ireland’s 
struggle for independence.

$141,992

In 2017, we administered the following designated funds: 

“Corporate startups chose PVF as their fiscal depository because no other
 foundation can move so fast or be as flexible.”

- James Higa, PVF’s Executive Director

Designated Fund Grants



2017 Designated Fund Grants: $3,151,348 

“We’re honored to support the courageous work of Better Brave and Kater Gordon’s Modern Alliance—new start-
ups that want to put an end to this continued predation of women, minorities. and the least powerful amongst us.”

- James Higa, PVF’s Executive Director

 

Fund Location Mission Amount
Leading 2 Play Bay Area, CA Helps kids develop their full potential by putting them in 

charge of creating fun and meaningful sports and fitness 
experiences that are open and inviting to all.

$25,000

Lucy Kinchen Chorale Bay Area, CA Charitable group established to make the Negro Spiritual 
more broadly heard.

$15,240

Menlo Park Fire Protec-
tion District

Menlo Park, CA Aims to enhance public safety services. $10,243

Modern Alliance United States Aims to educate and empower to eradicate harrassment. $7,646
Oakland Public Library Oakland, CA Supports public programs and teen services at Oakland 

Public Library.
$16,558

SheEO United States Aims to democratize venture capital and create a new 
economic model of radically generous women creating 
change through local communities and impact through 
global scale.

$840,611

Technology for Global 
Security

International Seeks to encourage game-changing applications of tech-
nology to enhance global security. 

$26,909

Tide-Belize Belize Supports the work of TIDE, an NGO that works to con-
serve biodiversity and promote sustainable development 
in Southern Belize. 

$69,383

United Way Bay Area 
Philanthropy Fellowship 
on Fighting Poverty

Bay Area, CA Supports the placement of university students as Fellows 
at organizations to learn about philanthropy and to con-
tribute to work on projects in poverty, public health, and 
public policy.

$6,750

Various other designated 
funds with low activity

United States ---- $11,247

2017 designated funds continued: 

Designated Fund Grants
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